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GRAMMAR - NARRATION

BY MS SIJAL



Define Direct and Indirect Speech

Direct speech is a report of the exact words used by a speaker or writer. The words spoken appear within

inverted commas “......" and should be exactly word to word as spoken or written.
e GaRT ser 310 AT ST T T o AT AT ST WesT a1 (AT direct speech) Fgallar gl
Example

reiienr o fagn ¥t & e, g ST Eea gl

The teacher said to the students, “You can go.”




INDIRECT SPEECH DEFINITION

When we report what someone said in our own words, it is called Indirect speech. We do not use inverted
commas, do not write the exact words as spoken or written by someone.

ﬁ»‘@l’rayma??rm QTSGT I 39 2ASET H hgalT YRIST e (AT indirect speech) HgeTAT & |

Generally, the tense changes when we convert direct speech into indirect speech.

et o gt & wer i 3 o e A

The teacher said to the students that they could go.



PARTS OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH

Both direct and indirect speech have two parts which are complete sentences in
themselves. They are -

1. Reported verb
2. Reported speech

1. Reporting verb — Who said to whom.

YRl 19T IE STl & o fordr cafara o fore cafera & a1 el
3reafiehT o fen it & et 'qH S dehd @l

The teacher said to the students, “You can go.”




CONTINUED

2. Reported speech —The exact words spoken, put within inverted commas “
G HIIT 7 Y 1S I STS SATell & Sl TART AT & " H AT gl
refeT o et & Fer g S gaha all”

The teacher said to the students, “You can go.”

DIRECT SPEECH INTO INDIRECT SPEECH

In Indirect speech, Conjunction ‘that’, ‘if’, ‘whether’, ‘to’ is used to join the two sentences.

Also, the tense of speech changes to past tense. The rules for change of tense have been discussed in detail
under the heading of ‘Rules for changing tense’'.

31T oF g, "g'H'ElTW?I’I" The teacher said, “You can go.”
AT o gl T A7 ST dha A The teacher said that we could go.




RULES TO CONVERT DIRECT SPEECH INTO INDIRECT SPEECH WITH EXAMPLES

1.Rules for changing the pronoun

Rule 1: When the pronoun in Reporting speech is in first person, it changes according to the
subject of the Reporting verb.

Let us see an example-

A A N gl “H STRTEL”
A A {3 Fgl o Y S 3T 4Tl

Ram said to me, “| am going.”

Ram said to me that he was going.




CONTINUED

‘I (first person singular) in direct speech becomes
‘he’ (third person singular) in indirect speech as the
subject of reported verb ‘Ram’ is also a third person
singular noun.

Let us see another example-
e T A T, " HIg W@l

A= e & Fgl foh gH Te T8 A

You said to Radha, “| am studying.”

You said to Radha that you were studying.

‘I' (first person singular) in direct speech becomes
‘you’ (second person) in indirect speech as the
subject of reported verb ‘you' is also a second
person pronoun.

Let us see another example-
3eTglel HH Fel, THUA W 8 1"

JoTglel H el 1h d el g

They said to me, “We are playing.”
They said to me that they were playing.

‘we’ (first person plural) in direct speech
becomes ‘they’ (third person plural) in
indirect speech as the subject of reported
verb ‘they’ is also a third person plural
pronoun.



CONTINUED

Rule 2: When the pronoun in Reporting speech
is in second person, it changes according to the
object of the Reporting verb.

Let us see an example-

Hel TH A gl ' TH AT 81"
Hor T & FgT B Y ST B

| said to Ram, “You are unworthy.”

| said to Ram that he was unworthy.

‘you’ (second person) in direct speech becomes
‘he’ (third person singular) in indirect speech as
the object of reported verb ‘Ram’ is also a third
person singular noun.

Let us see another example-

E1eRt % 79 e 3o Rl 2"

&rer 3 a7y g 6 ¥ 3ot Ryl |
Teacher said to me, “You are a good student.
Teacher told me that | was a good student.

‘you’ (second person) in direct speech becomes
‘I' (first person singular) in indirect speech as
the object of reported verb ‘me’ is also a first
person singular pronoun.



CONTINUED

Let us see another example-

Hel e eT, JH I N1
HAel gF¢ w1 o gH I W@

| said to you, “You keep quiet.”
| said to you that you keep quiet.

‘you’ (second person) in direct speech remains ‘you’ (second person) in indirect
speech as the object of reported verb ‘you’ is also a second person pronoun.




CONTINUED

Rule 3: When the pronoun in Reporting speech Let us see another example-
is in third person, it will remain unchanged in v " vy,
' ° HF #F TIT Y F@T [ AT T I
the Reporting verb.
Let us see an example- AT & aran aﬂ'%Tﬁ?a'Qnﬂ'aﬂ'slll!ill
A A FETIH TG 1" Mom said to dad, “They will come in the
evening.”

Hol 38 gt o T 7@ |

. . i Mom said to dad that they would be coming
| said to him, “Ram is a fool.”

in the evening.

| said to him that Ram was a fool.
‘they’ (third person) in direct speech remains

‘Ram’ (third person) in direct speech remains ‘they’ (third person) in indirect speech.
‘Ram’ (third person) in indirect speech.



CONTINUED

2. Rules for changing the tense

Rule 1: If there is Present or Future tense in the direct speech, then tense of indirect speech will not change.
Example of present tense

a€ A Fedl 6, "JH TASGR 811"

a5 T3 FEn § B ¥ woser §)

He says to me, “You are wise.”

He says to me that | am wise.

Example of future tense

A {Z g, HA AT g1" T {3 hganm o oy g g

Ram will say to me that he is true.

Ram will say to me, “l am true.”




CONTINUED

Rule 2: If there is Past tense in the direct speech, then tense of indirect speech change as
mentioned below.

Direct speech Indirect speech

Past indefinite Past perfect

Past continuous Past perfect continuous
Past perfect Past perfect

Past perfect continuous Past perfect continuous




EXAMPLES

1)He had said to me, “We play.”

He had said to me that they played.

2)He had said to me, “We are playing.”
He had said to me that they were playing.
3)He had said to me, “We have played.”
He had said to me that they had played.

’

4)He had said to me, “We have been playing.

He had said to me that they had been playing.

5)He had said to me, “We played.”
He had said to me that they had played.

6)He had said to me, “We were playing.”

He had said to me that they had been playing.
7)He had said to me, “We had played.”

He had said to me that they had played.

8)He had said to me, “We had been playing.”
He had said to me that they had been playing.



3. Rules for changing the Auxiliary verbs

Direct speech Indirect speech
Will Would

Shall Should / would
May Might

Can Could

Do / does Did

Is/am/are Was / were
Has / have had




EXAMPLES

1.He had said to me, “We will be playing.”

He had said to me that they would be playing.

2.He had said to me, “You shall be playing.”
He had said to me that | should be playing.
3.He had said to me, “You may play.”

He had said to me that | might play.

4. He had said to me, “Do you play?”

He had asked me that did I play?

5.He had said to me, “Does he play?”

He had asked me that did he play?

6.He had said to me, “Raj is fat.”

He had said to me that Raj was fat.

7.He had said to me, “l am fat.”

He had said to me that he was fat.

8.He had said to me, “We are fat.”

He had said to me that we were fat.
9.He had said to me, “l have a camera.”
He had said to me that he had a camera.

10.He had said to me, “The boy has a camera.

He had said to me that the boy had a camera.



4. Rules for changing some more words

Direct speech Indirect speech Direct speech Indirect speech
Here There Today That day
This That Tomorrow The next day
These Those Yesterday The previous day
Now Then Last night The previous night
Thus So Last week The previous

week
Hence Thence . .
Tonight That night
Ago before The next day The following

day



5. Rule for changing historical truths, universal truths, habitual facts

Irrespective of the tense of the direct speech, the tense of indirect speech will not change.

Let us see the following examples-

@ Teacher said to me, “We won the freedom struggle in 1947."

Teacher said to me that we won the freedom struggle in 1947.

® Hesaidto me, “Mercury is the nearest planet to the Sun.”

He said to me that Mercury is the nearest planet to the Sun.

® Radhatold us, “I study everyday.”

Radha told us that she studies everyday.



DIRECT AND INDIRECT SPEECH - EXERCISES

1. He told me, “My brother wakes up at six every morning.
2. Teacher told the boys, “The Earth revolves around the Sun.”
3. You said to me, “l| am working.”

4. | said to Sita, “l will not come today.”

5. They told us, “You are good.”




ANSWERS

1. He told me that his brother woke up at six every morning.
2.Teacher told the boys that the Earth revolves around the Sun.
3. You said to me that you were working.

4. | said to Sita that | would not be coming today.

5. They told us that we were good.




THANK YOU



